19980121.ba v01_n885.bam.980121 


>From ???@??? Wed Jan 21 13:39:02 1998 

Message-Id: <199801211729.LAA26752@sco.theporch. com> 
Date: Wed, 21 Jan 1998 11:29:34 CST 

Subject: BOATANCHORS digest 1885 


BOATANCHORS Digest 1885 
Topics covered in this issue include: 


1) Nuvistors 
by Bev Or Mike <bammoore@pacbell.net> 
2) More Nuvistors 
by Spencer Petri <spetri@e-tex.com> 
3) Nuvistors all duds? - I don't think so 
by polepeeg@aa4rm.radio.org (BA x-actions hr) 
4) Nuvistor subs 
by John Shriver <jas@shiva.com> 
5) Trip report - Richmond VA Frostfest 
by Nick England <nick@cs.unc.edu> 
6) Johnson Ranger Knobs 
by "Robert A. Sullivan" <bobs@isquare.com> 
7) Re: Copying the HRO Mods 
by Jderm740 <Jderm740@aol.com> 
8) BC-470 hf d£ set 
by BEN NOCK <G4BXD@compuserve.com> 
9) Re: Copying the HRO Mods 
by John Dilks <oldradio@worldnet.att.net> 
10) WTB: Heath SB-620 Scanalyzer Scope with 455kc IF 
by Sandy Meltzer <sandy@sandy.com> 
11) Re: BOATANCHORS digest 1884 
by Jderm740 <Jderm740@aol.com> 
12) Re: BOATANCHORS digest 1884 
by Jderm740 <Jderm740@aol.com> 
13) Heath AT-1 FS/trade 
by owner-BOATANCHORS 
14) Rack Washers 
by Spencer Petri <spetri@e-tex.com> 
15) RE: Rack Washers 
by Ed Sieb <esieb@gmsiworld.com> 
16) RE: Rack Washers 
by Ed Sieb <esieb@gmsiworld.com> 
17) Re: Panel Lettering 
by DCrespy <DCrespy@aol.com> 
18) Re: Panel Lettering 
by williams@auburn.campus.mci.net 
19) FS: HQ145A General Coverage RX 


by Randy Cook <crcook@worldnet.att.net> 
20) WTB: SX-73 front panel 
by Bob/WBOAUQ <brainbol@lawrence.ks.us> 
21) SX-100 is this normal? 
by DCrespy <DCrespy@aol.com> 
22) Re: Where to obtain quality terminal strips? 
by w7ni@teleport.com (Stan Griffiths) 
23) Re: Copying the HRO Mods 
by "Arden Allen" <aallen@sirius.com> 
24) Nuvistors 
by w7ni@teleport.com (Stan Griffiths) 
25) More Rack Washers 
by "Don L. Davis" <dxguy@earthlink.net> 
26) Re: More Rack Washers 
by "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indy.net> 
27) Re: BOATANCHORS digest 1884 
by Jderm740 <Jderm740@aol.com> 
28) ADMIN: Manual Copying 
by listown@jackatak.theporch.com (List Admin/Owner Radio Mail Lists) 
29) Sources for manuals 
by Nick England <nick@cs.unc.edu> 
30) HF-30X Cap 
by Spencer Petri <spetri@e-tex.com> 
31) Trade: Miltronix R390A for R390 or R391 
by "Mark Glusker" <glusk@mechcad3.engr.sgi.com> 


Date: Tue, 20 Jan 1998 07:25:17 -0800 
From: Bev Or Mike <bammoore@pacbell.net> 
To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: Nuvistors 

Message-ID: <34C4C1DD.6ACC@pacbell.net> 


Just a quick comment on Nuvistor life and reliability, How many 
TEK 547 scopes and 1A7 Plug-Ins are still out there... or type 
81 or 82 Plug-Ins ?? They used several Nuvistors. I have a bunch 
that I keep as spares, bought them new many years ago... and 
never have needed to replace one. Luck ?? 
73, Dick, W1KSZ 


My first experience with nuvistors was with a Tapetone XC-51-N 
converter. Although I was sure one or more was bad, they never were. Was 
always trying to an extra DB of gain. Later while working for RCA 
Service Co. for about 5 years one only had to replace one bad one. Bench 
tech said he replaced three in 7 years. About three years ago I picked 
up a Ameco CN-50 converter and PS-1 power supply for $7.00. It has been 
running almost constantly since then with no failure or reduction in 


quality ( knock on wood -:) . Maybe they aren't all that bad after all. 
Hi Hi. 
Mike. ..K6SQJ 


Date: Tue, 20 Jan 1998 09:57:54 -0600 (CST) 

From: Spencer Petri <spetri@e-tex.com> 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: More Nuvistors 

Message-ID: <199801201557. JAA16488@sco.theporch. com> 


Hello Dimunitive Vacuumites, 


I've had several nuvistor devices thru the years , from my TR-106 to the 
present Swan TV-2B and some HB stuff, and have not found them to be any more 
failure prone than any other vacuum tube as long as the plate dissipation is 
kept in spec. Run them with exessive plate dissipation and they're gone in 
short order. 


Also in most cases I add an accordion type transistor heatsink around the 
nuvistor (if there's room) and this also seems to help. Sure runs cooler anyway. 


At the last Belton fest I bought a box of nuvistors, as is, unknown, for $5, 
pullouts, my guess, and out of 53, 45 tested good. Don't know their history 
but the good to bad ratio in this lot was pretty favorable. 


GL, 


73 de Pete WA5JCI EM21 "the future will be better tomorrow" 


2 Mtr -- 36 States -- VUCC #346/183 Grids 


Date: Tue, 20 Jan 1998 11:39:30 -0500 

From: polepeeg@aa4rm.radio.org (BA x-actions hr) 
To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: Nuvistors all duds? - I don't think so 
Message-ID: <199801201639.LAA0Q0893@aa4rm> 


Don't think this got as far as the reflector last Sat. wo here goes 


again. 
My 2 cents---> 
There was a AWA art'l a few issues back that, in horrible summary, said 


-mfg. process degassed nuvistors beyond belief & it was 
thot their cathode's wud last forever 


-vy low fil power overcame medium transconductance to make noise figure 
in a 6DS4 better than a 417B. Really good results 


Now I'm running a ‘63 McIntush MR65B with original 6CW4s. They're fine 
So I don't think they're even close to all bad. 


There's a legion of Tech 1A4s & 1A2s abroad all still burnin' nuvisitors. 
Hank, Stan... you oughta know a lot in this dept. 


rm 


Date: Tue, 20 Jan 1998 12:02:10 -0500 

From: John Shriver <jas@shiva.com> 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: Nuvistor subs 

Message-ID: <199801201702 .MAA23372@brill.shiva.com> 


Oh, if you don't care about interelectrode capacitance, noise figure, 
or maximum grid circuit resistance, a 6CW4 or 7586 is just half a 
6DJ8. Same characteristic curves. 


Of course, in most applications, one cares about one of those three 
other characteristics! 


(O£ course, the 6DJ8 is probably LESS microphonic than the Nuvistors. 
The low-leakage mounting was not very rigid.) 


Date: Tue, 20 Jan 1998 12:30:05 -0500 (EST) 

From: Nick England <nick@cs.unc.edu> 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: Trip report - Richmond VA Frostfest 
Message-ID: <199801201730.MAA25559@altair.cs.unc.edu> 


The Richmond VA "Frostfest" turned out to be a pretty good event. I saw 
a bunch of boatanchor fanatics (about a dozen list members showed up 

at our agreed meeting time), and there seemed to be a good selection of 
parts and rigs on and under the tables. 

This fest attracted good crowds from the Northern VA, MD area as well 
as North Carolina folks. It is held indoors in a huge ex-Zayres 
discount store. 


here are some highlights - other folks chime in with things I missed. 


SX-73 with manuals - Was sitting under a table with no price on it 
and no owner in sight for a long time. John KF40ZY stationed his 
daughter Winona on top of it with orders to grab the owner when he 
showed up. She triumphed after about 1.5 hours and John took it home 
for $45 !!! ....and it works, too. 

(I'll publish more about Winona's first hamfest in another message). 


RCA AR-80. $125 - looks sort of like an AR-88 but stranger. John N3GVF 
took this one home. He said it was probably a European special with 220v 
wiring. 


RCA Radiomarine receiver - late model with a dial like a 51J-4 
covers VLF to 30 MC. asking $175 unsold 


SP-600 variant - had no meter, no AF control, just RF gain, 

dimmer, and marker off-on switch. Inside it appeared to lack 

an IF section but had something else under a shield. BNC outputs 

in the rear said channel A and channel B. Someone though it might have 
been some wide band front end for spook gear. 

Does this sound familiar to anyone ? unsold I think. 


Several of the St. Juliens Creek R-390 and some SP-600s too. 


75A-4 with 2 filters - $500 

three real nice 75A-4s with 1 filter - $950 each 

nice KWS-1 $1350 

R-388 minus power transformer - $125 

KWM-2A with AC and DC supplies and Waters rejection mod - $380 unsold 


National NC-300 - $200 unsold 


Heath SB series stuff - good assortment at good prices 
Heath Apache - $175 unsold 


Johnson Ranger II - $225 unsold 
Johnson Valiant II - pricy, unsold 


A good selection of cheap test equipment, Tektronix and HP 


Philmore CR-5AC receiver (1961 vintage) - never had seen one of these 
before - $50 


National Criterion AM/FM tuner - rare National hi-fi unit - $25 
I got two unbuilt kits - Eico sweep generator and Heath wattmeter 


E.H. Scott SLR-12 (I think) $80 


73 & Have Fun, 
Nick England KDA4CPL nick@cs.unc.edu Univ. O£ North Carolina 
http: //www.cs.unc.edu/~nick Chapel Hill NC 


Date: Tue, 20 Jan 1998 13:33:19 -0500 

From: "Robert A. Sullivan" <bobs@isquare.com> 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: Johnson Ranger Knobs 

Message-ID: <3.0.3.32.19980120133319.006c1518@mail.wizard.net> 


I recently purchased a Ranger and have noted that all the small white knob 
position indicators are missing on the bandswitch knob and the 8 smaller 
knobs. Sorta strange. I assume these were small interference fit items. 
Does anyone have any extras or complete knobs that I can purchase? 


Thank you all in advance. 


73, Bob 
WOYVA 


FAFEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEHE PEEP EE PEEE EEF 
Helping small businesses be SUCCESSFUL! 
Books, Seminars, Consulting, Publishing 
Box 579, Great Falls, VA 22066 
800-375-8439 Fax: 703-450-7394 

http: //www.isquare.com 

Register at the site for our newsletter 
Sars SL is SLL LL OL i LL 


Date: Tue, 20 Jan 1998 13:49:33 EST 


From: Jderm740 <Jderm740@aol.com> 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: Re: Copying the HRO Mods 
Message-ID: <dc4491a5.34c4f£1bf@aol.com> 


To One and All, 


I wasn't going to do this but I guess it's necessary. 

I would like to explain why I feel no remorse about useing the school system 
for a few copies. It starts about six years ago when my wife was hired to 
teach an ABE program. This a prelude to a GED certificate. (Diploma). She was 
given a salary and NOTHING ELSE. No Books. No teaching aids. But try to get 
these people ready for the GED test and have them pass. My wife went to 
Teacher's Supply Co's and bought books with her money and mine. She also went 
to seminars and conned publishers out of sample text books by passing herself 
off as a member of the purchaseing commitee. A small lie, as there was no one 
else and she didn't have a budget. 

>From these books I made thousands of copies for these students, with the kind 
benevelance of my employer. Why? Because they were tired of hireing people who 
could hardly read or write. I know because it was my job to take these people 
and try to teach them to do our work, correctly and safely. 

I could go into more detail but it would get boreing and redundent. 

I hope this explains why no one should lose any sleep over this copying 
arrangement. 

Sincerly 


Jack 


Date: Tue, 20 Jan 1998 14:32:31 -0500 

From: BEN NOCK <G4BXD@compusetrve.com> 

To: Multiple recipients of 1 <boatanchors@sco.theporch.com> 
Subject: BC-470 hf df set 

Message-ID: <199801201433_MC2-3001-80C6@compuserve. com> 


I am still in need of info on this set, in particular, = 


the power plug pin outs. = 


cheers, Ben G4BXD. 


Date: Tue, 20 Jan 1998 15:20:55 -0500 
From: John Dilks <oldradio@worldnet.att.net> 
To: Jderm740@aol.com 


Cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Copying the HRO Mods 
Message-ID: <34C50727.4FFC@worldnet.att.net> 


Jderm740 wrote: 


> 
> To One and All, 

> 

> I wasn't going to do this but I guess it's necessary. 


It boggles the mind! 


73' John Dilks, K2TQN 


Webmaster for the Antique Wireless Association 
http: //www.ggw.org/awa Click on "Page 2" 
-=and=- 
for the New Jersey Antique Radio Club 
http: //www.eht.com/oldradio 
SLSR CSS IAS Sse please-visit-------------------- 


Date: Tue, 20 Jan 1998 13:21:43 -0800 

From: Sandy Meltzer <sandy@sandy.com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: WTB: Heath SB-620 Scanalyzer Scope with 455kc IF 
Message-ID: <199801202116 .NAAQ8171@cactusnet.com> 


Hello, 


I'd like to buy a Heath SB-620 Scanalyzer Scope with 455kc IF 
or parts to convert exisitng scope to 455kc IF. 


Willing to pay reasonable price....working or not. 


Send email to sandy@sandy.com or call 408-257-5383. 
Thank you. 


--sandy 
sandy@sandy.com 


Date: Tue, 20 Jan 1998 16:11:52 EST 
From: Jderm740 <Jderm740@aol.com> 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Cc: Cosmo224@aol.com 

Subject: Re: BOATANCHORS digest 1884 
Message-ID: <f£834c2df.34c5131a@aol.com> 


Cosmo 
Where you found the RA10, did they have any ARN-6 parts? 


Jack 


Date: Tue, 20 Jan 1998 16:09:56 EST 
From: Jderm740 <Jderm740@aol.com> 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Cc: dxguy@earthlink.net 

Subject: Re: BOATANCHORS digest 1884 
Message-ID: <663e60de.34c512a6@aol . com> 


Don 


ER is running a series of articles on the Mohawk right now. I think it started 
with Nov. 


Jack 


Message-Id: <199801202236.RAA10833@piglet.INS.CWRU.Edu> 
From: gcr2@po.CWRU.Edu (George C. Rybicki) 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Heath AT-1 FS/trade 


Heath AT1 fs/trade. Not a ten, 2 additional controls added on front panel 
some rust on chassis. Sold for parts or restoration, untested. To be honest 
it really doesnt look that bad. BO over $35 + s/h on 20 lbs from 44286. 
Thanks George 


Date: Tue, 20 Jan 1998 19:31:37 -0600 (CST) 

From: Spencer Petri <spetri@e-tex.com> 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: Rack Washers 

Message-ID: <199801210131.TAAQ2142@sco.theporch. com> 


Rack'em up! 


Found rack washers ar a local hardware emporium today. They come ina 
plastic box marked "#10 countersunk finishing washers, nickel plated steel." 
There are 22 washers for the price of $.55. 


FYI, they can be located locally. 


73 de Pete WA5JCI EM21 "the future will be better tomorrow" 


2 Mtr -- 36 States -- VUCC #346/183 Grids 


Date: Tue, 20 Jan 1998 21:07:48 -0500 

From: Ed Sieb <esieb@gmsiworld.com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>, 
"'Spencer Petri'" 

Subject: RE: Rack Washers 

Message-ID: <Q1BD25E7.7753DDEQ@dstephen. gmsiworld.com> 


On Tuesday, January 20, 1998 2:32 PM, Pete WA5JCI wrote: 
>Found rack washers ar a local hardware emporium today 


And, you can also find the #10 Stainless Steel Philips countersunk = 
screws that match too, more 'n likely!=20 

My local emporium here (Canadian Tire) has all sorts of wonderful rack = 
hardware, and they never even knew it! I've already stocked up. Now, = 
if they'd only get in that order of Black Wrinkle finish, 6' enclosed 
cabinet racks! :-) 


Ed, VA3ES 


Date: Tue, 20 Jan 1998 21:16:56 -0500 

From: Ed Sieb <esieb@gmsiworld.com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch. com> 
Subject: RE: Rack Washers 

Message-ID: <Q1BD25E8.BDE53F00@dstephen. gmsiworld.com> 


Oops, due to excessive mousey-mousey, bouncy-bouncy, I accidentally responded to a 
posting twice. 
Sorry for the BW :-< 


Finger-Trouble Ed, VA3ES 


Date: Tue, 20 Jan 1998 20:51:11 EST 
From: DCrespy <DCrespy@aol.com> 

To: boatanchors@sco.theporch.com 
Subject: Re: Panel Lettering 
Message-ID: <d23bb2ed.34c55491@aol.com> 


About panel lettering, Has anyone tried ‘t-shirt transfer' paper (a product 
made for iron-on t-shirt decoration using a laser jet printer, available at 
most office supply super-stores)? 


I'd guess that you could scan the old panel, clean it up, ‘mirror image' it, 
print it, iron it on, and then clear coat the result...... 


Thoughts (or better yet experience) ?? 


Harry KG5LO 
Saline MI 


Date: Tue, 20 Jan 1998 20:21:20 -0600 

From: williams@auburn.campus.mci.net 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: Re: Panel Lettering 

Message-ID: <34C55B92.719D@auburn.campus.mci.net> 


It may work, but most pens really do not like to be refilled. The only 
real stumbling block would be the font that a CAD package would use to 
draw the lettering. Plotter fonts are straight line affairs, even if they 
are Roman or whatever. Smooth curves on CAD systems are hellish to do, so 
no one that I know of makes smooth curve fonts. If anyone used them, they 
might have to wait a few minutes every time the system regenerated the 
image. 


And what is with "compu-garbage"? OK, the PeeCees can go, but every so 
often there is a gem under the piles... 


VV VV VV VV VV MV 


> William Donzelli 


I don't think plotters are like the old ones we used to see. I have an 
old Epson HI-80 that drew nice curves and circles by advancing and 
reversing the paper as the pens went from left to right. Craziest 
contraption I've ever owned. I just quit a job as an illustrator where 
we had an Encad Novajet inkjet plotter that did Arch E sized plots, so 
the majority of our work was 3' by 4' poster sized technical stuff for 
aviation. It uses the stock HP Inkjet cartridges for color work. It took 
Windows and Mac fonts perfectly with perfect curves and outlines. 
Resolution was only 300 dpi, but it was sharp. Macs worked better 
because they RIPped much faster. A huge Mac file would RIP in a few 
minutes to the plotter whereas the same software, same file, and 
version from the Windows machines would take about 3 hours just to get 
the info over to the plotter. 3 hours of down time killed production 
schedules! 


Okay, now here's more on the plotters we used. We had another one (I 
forget what brand) just for cutting vinyl lettering. That would be my 
suggestion. It also took all Windows TrueType fonts perfectly and cut 
beautiful letters on good vinyl that looks good. Very good! So, that 
would cure the sticking to glass problem. With the thousands upon 
thousands of font typefaces that we had I'm sure that a good graphics 
shop would cut them for you for a few dollars with the same font that 
your BA uses. Then again, so of those places are the worst ripoffs this 
side of Tijuana. 


Barry 


Date: Wed, 21 Jan 1998 03:42:06 +0000 

From: Randy Cook <crcook@worldnet.att.net> 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: FS: HQ145A General Coverage RX 

Message-ID: <19980121034205.AAA24158@mailhost.worldnet.att.net> 


Picked it up recently, was a "deal". Haven't had time to play with, as I 
have several stereo projects in process (tube-based of course..) not to 
mention cars, house, etc. 


It is in decent physical condition, works fine on 3 of the 4 bands, weak on 
4-10Mhz band. 


Includes like-new original manual. 


Make a reasonable offer. Email for details. 


Randy 


Date: Tue, 20 Jan 1998 22:11:18 -0600 
From: Bob/WBOAUQ <brainbol@lawrence.ks.us> 
To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: WTB: SX-73 front panel 
Message-ID: <34C57566.5985@lawrence.ks.us> 


Long Shot: anyone have available a good front panel for an SX-73? 


73, 


Bob/WBOAUQ AMI 4213 FISTS #1905 
emailto:brainbol@lawrence.ks.us 


Date: Tue, 20 Jan 1998 22:51:08 EST 

From: DCrespy <DCrespy@aol.com> 

To: hallicrafters@qth.net, boatanchors@sco.theporch.com 
Subject: SX-100 is this normal? 

Message-ID: <2£267175.34c570ae@aol.com> 


Working on an SX-100 restoration. Works pretty well now, but on moderately 
strong stations it is possible to turn the gain (RF and AF) up high enough 
that I get oscillation in the audio stages (like feedback, but not as ear 
piercing). 


Is this normal? 


Reducing either sensitivity or volume makes it go away. It occurs at such 
high levels I'd probably never turn it up that high, its just surprising that 
there is that much overall gain in this set. 


Thanks for any help. 


Harry KG5LO 
Saline MI 


Date: Tue, 20 Jan 1998 20:46:21 -0800 (PST) 
From: w7ni@teleport.com (Stan Griffiths) 
To: bdhall@ghg.net 


Cc: boatanchors@theporch.com 
Subject: Re: Where to obtain quality terminal strips? 
Message-ID: <199801210446.UAA25831@smtp3.teleport.com> 


>Greetings fellow filament followers... 

> 

>Looking to homebrew up some BA gear. The terminal strips sold by Mouser, 
>while they work, are well, a little flimsy. Anyone have a source for 
>sturdier, higher quality units? Are the ones sold by AES sturdy? 

> 

>Thanks and 73, 

>Ben 


Hi Ben, 


How about using salvaged ceramic strips from an old Tek scope? I have tons 
of them and little spools of the special solder too. 


They clean up pretty nicely. When I salvage them, I first remove all the 
components and wires. Then I use a solder sucker to remove the solder from 
the notches. Finally, I wash the flux off the ceramic with 
trichloroethylene. They generally come out looking pretty good. I ask 10 
cent per notch for salvaged, good looking ceramic strips and I have had a 
few buyers all of whom were happy. 


Stan w7ni@teleport.com 


Date: Tue, 20 Jan 1998 21:24:54 -0800 

From: "Arden Allen" <aallen@sirius.com> 

To: "Old Tube Radios" <boatanchors@theporch.com>, <Jderm740@aol.com> 
Subject: Re: Copying the HRO Mods 

Message-ID: <199801210523.VAA04395@mail1.sirius.com> 


> I would like to explain why I feel no remorse about useing the school 
system 


> for a few copies. It starts about six years ago........... 


Tyranny comes in many shades. Those who make deals with injustice give aid 
and comfort to their tormenters. Hitler had LOTS of help. 


Give your loved ones Gummy Bears. 
Arden Allen KB6NAX Vallejo, CA aallen@sirius.com 


Date: Tue, 20 Jan 1998 23:03:58 -0800 (PST) 

From: w7ni@teleport.com (Stan Griffiths) 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: Nuvistors 

Message-ID: <199801210703.XAA22065@smtp3.teleport.com> 


Hi Gang, 
I guess its time I commented on this thread. 


The only real significant number of nuvistors I ever changed in any Tek gear 
was in the vertical input stage of 10A2 plugins for the 647 scope. I used 
to service a bunch of 647s for IBM in San Jose. The problem I ran into with 
these was some distortion of the leading edge of a fast rise squarewave. AS 
I recall it, the risetime suffered and the waveform was rolled off at the 
very leading edge. I could not correct it to spec with the adjustments 
provided, so the real cure was new nuvistors. 


Question: Would you really call those nuvistors "bad"? I knew that IBM 
would, so I had to change them and they were paying the bill and not 
complaining. I tossed all the "bad" ones (darn!) Well, when you are doing 
this work commercially, you don't want to waste your time screwing around by 
maybe accidentally putting another bad one back in the unit you are trying 
to £ix, so you make sure you don't by putting them in the trash can. 


Nowdays, I would save all those nuvistors and use them in a different 
circuit that would not care if there was a little distortion on the leading 
edge. 


As I write this, I am still fixing electronic test equipment in my own shop 
as a contractor to Tektronix and throwing away the bad parts that I find. I 
may regret this someday . . . who knows? Still, I really can't see saving a 
defective IC . . . Come to think of it, my friend Tom Hill, WA3RMX, has the 
ability to REPAIR ICs in his shop . . . He actually has a wirebonder 
outfitted with a binocular microscope and has been known to use it to fix 
ICs with internal shorts and opens . . . but then Tom is a pretty special 
guy. He could probably repair tubes if he put his mind to it. 


Stan w7ni@teleport.com 


Date: Wed, 21 Jan 1998 01:19:23 -0800 
From: "Don L. Davis" <dxguy@earthlink.net> 
To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: More Rack Washers 


Message-ID: <34C5BD77.CD2@earthlink.net> 


Just a thought re: the rack washers (finishing countersunk washers). If 
you use these without the nylon inserts you will do horrible damage to 
the surface of the panel. the back is sharp and will dig into the paint 
& aluminum. The correct stuff is the above-mentioned metal washer with 
a nylon insert (solid, available separately). This provides a nice, 
soft, flat surface that won't damage your paint. 


I don't know where to get these inserts @ retail, but at work we buy 
them from Wylie - Electronic Enclosures Inc. EE Inc, BTW, make 
beautiful custom & stock cabinets, consoles & racks for std 19" rack 
mount equipment (and anything else you could imagine). 


73s don davis DXGUY@earthlink. net 


Date: Wed, 21 Jan 1998 06:30:37 -0500 (EST) 

From: "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indy.net> 

To: "Don L. Davis" <dxguy@earthlink.net> 

Cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Re: More Rack Washers 

Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.96.980121053920 .2156C-100000@indy2> 


Hi! 


I'll second Don's suggestion--nylon inserts under the cup washers are 
the best way to go with this hardware. Generally, any place that's got a 
bin of the metal washers has the nylon ones, too, and they're inexpensive. 
The assemblage of FH or oval-head screw, metal cup washer and nylon washer 
is stronger and easier on panels--metal washer looks good and keeps the 
nylon washer from splitting, while the nylon washer grips the panel better 
(more surface area) and won't chew up the paint. 


There are other ways; I use button-head cap screws with flat nylon 
washers under them in the racks at the TV transmitter. While it looks 
high-zoot moderne, the main reason is the allen drive of the button-head 
screws: they'll stay on the end of the (electric) driver without falling 
off, a major consideration when mounting middling-heavy gear without help! 
(Using an odd drive also tends to slow down meddlers who would otherwise 
jam new gear in at random to the full capacity of the rack--I have some 
near-religious beliefs about leaving space between rack-mounted units for 
ventilation which are not shared by all of my peers). 


Most of the rack outfits suggest either the oval-head screw & 
Cupwashers, or a pan-head (etc.) & soft flatwasher. Orban (they make 
audio processing & stereo generators) provides an interesting variation, a 
Phillips pan-head screw with a close-fitting plastic washer that's flat 
inside and where it bears on the panel, but wider than the screw and with 
the outside profile of a cup washer! The old RCA racks (all 12-24) came 
with round-head bolts that had a little thin fiber washer (the washers 
tend to be short-lived); Collins did much the same for their heavier 
racks, but used slotted hex-head screws. (It's a pity you can't get 
cheese-head screws[1] in U.S. thread sizes, as the head is proportionally 
a little wider than a round-head and they would do nicely. They are more 
immune to screwdriver damage than other slotted-head screws). 

So there's a bunch of ways to do it. The oval-head + cup washers 
method is a good one, since it's pretty standard hardware and has a lot of 
surface area to grab the panel--ideally, the threaded parts of the bolts 
do xnotx touch the slots or holes in the panels, so what holds the gear in 
the rack is the panel being clamped between the head of the bolt and the 
rail. (At least that's the theory, and it's why big/heavy stuff has got 
more than four mounting slots in the panel). 


...Just a reminder, some manufacturers of test gear especially were 
counting on the use of slides held at both front and xbackx rails to 
Support the weight of the gear, and the "rack mounting ears" on the 
equipment were only used to make it purty and to keep it from sliding out 
(often secured with knurled-head bolts). The h/p 130-series scopes and a 
lot of Tek video test gear is set up this way. It looks tempting but 
they're not happy at bein' hung up by the ears alone! (Well, neither was 
Edison but in his case, it beat what was in second place). I would not be 
at all surprised to find some of the mil-surplus stuff was of similar 
mechanical design. It's something to be aware of when trying to 
rack-mount one's treasures. In a single rack, it's usually not too 
dreadful to come up with a "cost-reduced" equivalent, using standard angle 
stock bolted to the sides--some rack rail designs have another tapped rail 
at 90 degrees to the main one, which is ideally suited to this approach. 
(It's especially typical of the rails that use clip-nuts, though otherwise 
I consider 'em a last resort, as the clip-nuts are flimsy ‘til the bolts 
are drawn up tight). 


1. BTW, British cheese-head hardware can easily be distinguished from the 
US cheese-heads found most often around the town of Green Bay; the UK 
edition is generally smallish, threaded, and the head is shaped like an 
entire xwheelx of cheese, while the Green Bay version is much larger, not 
threaded, and the head (at least as seen on TV) is shaped like a *xwedgex 
cut from a wheel of cheese; nor is it slotted. As near as I can tell, the 


Green Bay cheese head is useful as a fastener only when you have a great 
number of 'em and want to keep a stadium in place--and even there, the 
darned things rarely stay put! So they're not interchangable, especially 
late in the season. ;) 


Date: Wed, 21 Jan 1998 08:10:59 EST 
From: Jderm740 <Jderm740@aol.com> 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Cc: bdhall@ghg.net 

Subject: Re: BOATANCHORS digest 1884 
Message-ID: <48c1276a.34c5f3e5@aol.com> 


Ben, 
While going through some "For Sale" lists I found a list with an RBA for 
$75.00. 


His name is Bob Lindahl, 10680 S W Wedgewood St. Portland Or. (503) 644 9643. 
I don't know if he still has it but you might give him a call. 


Jack 


Date: Wed, 21 Jan 1998 8:15:45 -0600 (CST) 

From: listown@jackatak.theporch.com (List Admin/Owner Radio Mail Lists) 
To: boatanchors@sco.theporch.com 

Subject: ADMIN: Manual Copying 

Message-ID: <199801211415.IAA22745@jackatak.theporch. com> 


Gang- 


Several people have written to ask that I halt the current thread on 
Manual Copies... I was going to let it burn itslef out, but I think we 
all need a solid dose of reality. 


A couple chaps pointed out: 

"All too often one of the gang jump on and ask for a manual or schematic 
for a newly acquired BA without thinking of the alternatives. Common 
equipment such as Collins, Hammarland, HP Test gear are carried by our 
vendor manuals and I am sure the manual guys on the list reply to 

each." 


Good point. 


"I would ask that the members do some due diligence before blasting 
away. I don't mind a request for an exotic BA but a S-76 or HQ140 is 
too much." 


There is a key point... folks, consider the alternatives, and check 
sources for originals... if you are looking for a copy, consider that 
there are several *WELL-KNOWN* vendors who sell copies at reasonable 
prices, often less than the cost to copy the individual sheets at a 
copy centre. 


"You might point out that copying a manual plus postage is usually 
more than buying a manual copy...and if its not right the manual 
vendors will replace it!" 


If this doesn't seem correct, trot on down to Kinko's and slap a TM on 
the counter, and see if your credit card can stand the load... it WILL 
be steep and heavy! 


Another user is even more direct: 
"In a nutshell, I didn't pay $20 for a year of ! @#$%4&! about who, 
where or why somebody is or isn't copying manuals." 


Well put, albeit rather direct. 


"Please tell these babies to take their personal attacks and pseudo 
apologies/justifications offline!" 


There you have it, gang... the ethics of copying are not appropriate 
for the list, and when you consider the world-wide makeup of the list, 
a little more consideration of the rest of the list would go a VERY 
long ways... 


Try hunting on your own for the manuals... in the archive here are 
sources listed... have you even looked? Others have offered to upload 
directories of BA sources to keep this kind of traffic OFF the BA list 
and off-line, where it belongs. Help us out here... 


73 
Jack, W4KH/Mobile - - - Mailing List Archiver/Owner - - - 
listown@jackatak.theporch.com - "Plus ca change, plus c'est la meme chose" 


Date: Wed, 21 Jan 1998 10:01:10 -0500 (EST) 
From: Nick England <nick@cs.unc.edu> 
To: boatanchors@theporch.com 


Subject: Sources for manuals 
Message-ID: <199801211501.KAAQ1708@altair.cs.unc.edu> 


You can find a list of sources for manuals (and pointers to other lists 
of sources) along with lots of other useful info on my "Boatanchors FAQ" 
page - 

http: //www.cs.unc.edu/~nick/rrab.faq.htm 


73 & Have Fun, 
Nick England KDA4CPL nick@cs.unc.edu Univ. Of North Carolina 
http: //www.cs.unc.edu/~nick Chapel Hill NC 


Date: Wed, 21 Jan 1998 10:05:33 -0600 (CST) 

From: Spencer Petri <spetri@e-tex.com> 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: HF-30X Cap 

Message-ID: <199801211605.KAA24143@sco.theporch. com> 


Hello, 
Anybody got a HF-30X or 35X that they would sell or trade? 


TIA, 
73 de Pete WA5JCI EM21 "the future will be better tomorrow" 


2 Mtr -- 36 States -- VUCC #346/183 Grids 


Date: Wed, 21 Jan 1998 09:25:33 -0800 

From: "Mark Glusker" <glusk@mechcad3.engr.sgi.com> 

To: boatanchors@sco.theporch.com 

Subject: Trade: Miltronix R390A for R390 or R391 
Message-ID: <9801210925.ZM10776@mechcad3.engr.sgi.com> 


Hello all, 
I have a Rick-Mish-refurbished R390A that I would like to trade for an 


R390 (non-A) or an R391, preferably working, unmodified and in very good 
cosmetic condition. Detailed description and photographs of the Mish 


R390A available on request - please include your location in your reply. 
Many thanks, 


Mark Glusker 
glusk@sgi.com 
San Mateo, CA 


End o£ BOATANCHORS Digest 1885 
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